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j^otes anfc ©pinions. 

The Pedagogical Order of the Books of the Bible. — President G. 
Stanley Hall, of Clark University, in a recent address on Bible instruc- 
tion in the Sunday school declared that the succession of the books of 
the Bible as it stands today is eminently pedagogical. The reason for 
his opinion is that, as the books of the Bible are now arranged, they will 
take the child through the same order of religious experiences as has 
been traversed by the race in its spiritual evolution. Professor Hall 
would therefore first take up the Bible stories, beginning with the crea- 
tion and going on through the stories of the various heroes. During 
the period of adolescence he would instruct the child in the New Testa- 
ment. The life of Christ should be taught biographically, without 
perplexing the child's mind with theology or explaining away miracles. 
Commenting upon this last statement, the Outlook says, very truly, 
that Dr. Hall is correct ; " Paul came to his knowledge of Jesus through 
the revelation of his divine appearance while the apostle was on the 
road to Damascus. But the Twelve came in the other way; they 
knew him first as a teacher, then as the Messiah, not certainly till 
after his resurrection as divine. It is in this way that the mind most 
naturally comes to know Christ's divinity. If it is to know that God 
was in Christ, it must first know the Christ in whom he was. If 
acquaintance with the human life of Jesus does not suffice to develop 
acquaintance with the divine spirit which filled and radiated that life, 
nothing can suffice for that purpose." 

It is precisely this appreciation of the historical, personal Christ, 
rather than a metaphysical Christology, which is to be derived from 
the proper study of the gospels. Nor will it leave the student pos- 
sessed of mere historical detail. If contact with the living Jesus 
was sufficient to bind men to him, a knowledge of him as he stands 
today, interpreted by centuries of Christian experience, will bring men 
to even greater regard for him and his teaching. And the Jesus thus 
known through the study of historical documents will not be a synonym 
of some abstract virtue, beauty, or truth, but a genuine life ; and this 
life of Jesus, if once apprehended through conformity to its own 
formulation in his teaching, will prove to be in very truth the light of 

the world. 
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The Ethics of Historical Accuracy. — "To this day, save on a conti- 
nent then undreamed of, it [Christianity] has no vigorous and inde- 
pendent life except in lands which at the end of the first century were 
under the subjection of the Roman legions." Such is the statement 
of a recent writer upon the times of Paul. Of course, there may be a 
continent of exception in "vigorous and independent life;" but, with 
every possible allowance, had the author consulted an historical atlas, 
he would never have made such a statement. Is Christianity no longer 
"vigorous" in northern Germany, Denmark, Norway, and Sweden? 
And is Greek Christianity in Greece any more "independent" than in 
Russia ? This volume is but one of a large class of publications pro- 
duced by men who, with the best intentions, seem utterly incapable of 
appreciating that the use of historical material is more a matter of 
morality than the use of appropriate anecdotes. There is need of a 
profound stirring of the homiletic conscience. We do not expect 
omniscience in sermons, but we do demand that in them, and espe- 
cially in a book on history, a man should make historical accuracy a 
matter of ethics and not of glittering generalities. 

A New Fragment of the Ascension of Isaiah. — Among the Greek 
papyri recently purchased in Egypt by Messrs. Grenfell and Hunt for 
Lord Amherst, of Hackney, is a considerable fragment — about one- 
sixth of the whole — of the Ascension of Isaiah. Although probably 
originally composed, at least in large part, in Greek, the Ascension is 
extant in complete form only in Ethiopic, and the recovery of this 
fragment of the original Greek is of the first importance for the text. 
The papyrus is assigned to the fifth or sixth century after Christ. The 
fragment has been published, with introduction, notes, translation, and 
facsimiles, in Grenfell and Hunt's recent Amherst Papyri, Vol. I. 



